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How Daddy Decided 
What He Wanted to Be 

by Alexander Raskin 


l 

) 


\ 



Pre-reading Task 


1. What is your father's profession? 

2. What profession would you like to choose? 

3. What is the reason for your choice? 





Read the following story and find out how the narrator’s Daddy decided what he 
wanted to be. 



When Daddy was little he was often asked: ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ 
Daddy always had an answer ready. But each time his answer was different. At first, Daddy 
wanted to be a nightwatchman. He liked to 
think that while the whole town was asleep, the 
nightwatchman was up. And he liked to think 
that he could make a noise when everyone was 
sleeping. He was quite certain he wanted to be a 
nightwatchman when he grew up. But then the 
ice-cream man came along with his bright green 
cart. Why, he could push a cart, he could eat all 
the ice-cream he wanted to! 


‘I’ll eat a stick of ice-cream for everyone I sell!’ Daddy thought. ‘And I'll treat little children 
to free ice-cream.’ 


Little Daddy's parents were very surprised when they heard that their son wanted to be 
an ice-cream man. It was quite funny for them. But he thought it would be a very tasty 
way of being grown-up. 

Then one day little Daddy saw a man at the railway station. The man kept playing with 
the cars and locomotives. But these were real cars and real locomotives! He'd jump on 
to the platforms and crawl under the cars, playing a strange and wonderful game. 


locomotives: railway engines 
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‘Who’s that man?' Daddy asked 


<s> 


‘He’s the shunter,' he was told. 


Now little Daddy knew what he wanted to be! Just think! He would shunt railway cars! 
What in the world could be more interesting? Nothing, obviously. When Daddy said that 
he would be a shunter, someone asked him: 


‘But what about the ice-cream?' 


This was a problem. Daddy had decided to become a shunter, but he did not want to give 
up the bright green ice-cream cart. At last, he found a way out. 


‘I'll be a shunter and an ice-cream mam!’ 


Everyone was very surprised. But little Daddy 
explained it all quite clearly: ‘That's not hard 
at all. I’ll sell ice-cream in the morning. After 
selling it for a while. I’ll go to the station. 
There I’ll shunt some cars and go back to sell 
some more ice-cream. Then I'll go back to the 
station and shunt the cars again, and then 
I'll sell some more ice-cream. It won’t be hard, 
because I'll park my cart near the station and 
I won't have far to go to the trains.’ 


Everyone laughed again. Then little Daddy 
got angry and said: 


‘If you’re going to laugh at me, 
nightwatchman, besides. After 
nothing to do at night.’ 


there’s 


It was all settled. But 
then Daddy wanted 
to be a pilot. Then he 
wanted to be an actor. 


Grandpa 


But 


after 
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took him to a factory 
he decided to be a turner. Besides, he wanted to be a sailor. Or at least a shepherd and 
spend his days walking about with the cows, cracking his whip loudly. 


shunt: to move a carriage from one track to another turner: a person who operates a lathe 

cracking: making a sharp noise with a whip 
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Finally, 


decided 


wanted to be a dog. All that day he 
ran around on all fours, barking 
at strangers. He even tried to bite 


elderly 


when 


wanted 


head. Little Daddy 
learned how to bark very well, but 


couldn't learn 


scratch 


behind his ear with his foot, 

though he tried very hard. He thought that if he went outside and sat next to Rover 
he'd learn more quickly. That’s exactly what he did. 


Just then an officer came walking down the street. He stopped and looked at Daddy. He 
watched him for a while and then he asked: 


‘What are you doing?’ 

‘I want to be a dog,’ little Daddy said. 

‘Don't you want to remain human?’ 

‘I've been a human being for a long time,’ Daddy said. 

‘What sort of a human being are you, if you can't even be a dog? Is that what a human 
being is like?’ 

‘Well, what is he like?’ Daddy asked. 

‘You think about it yourself,’ the officer said and walked away. 

3 
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He wasn’t laughing and didn't even smile. But little Daddy suddenly felt much ashamed 
of himself. And he began to think. He thought and thought and the more he thought, the 
more ashamed he was of himself. The officer had not explained anything to him, but he 
suddenly understood that he couldn't change his mind everyday. And, what was most 
important, he realised that he was too small to know what he wanted to be. The next 
time he was asked the same question he remembered the officer and said: 

‘I want to be a human being!' 

No one laughed. And little Daddy understood that this was the best answer of all. He still 
thinks so. First of all, you have to be a good human being. This is most important for a 
pilot and a shepherd and an ice-cream man. And after all, a human being does not really 
have to know how to scratch behind his ear with his foot. 



> 


Understanding the Story 


A. Little Daddy wanted to pursue various professions. Complete the table below 

citing one reason for his choice of these professions: 
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B. Answer the following questions briefly: 

1. Why did Daddy want to be a nightwatchman? 

2. What was Daddy’s plea in favour of being an ice-cream seller? How did his 
parents react to it? 

3. What efforts did Daddy put in to be a dog? 

4. Why was Daddy ashamed of himself after meeting the officer? 

5. What did Daddy finally decide to be when he grew up? 

C. Little Daddy thought— 

# if he were a nightwatchman, he would keep awake all night and make a noise. 

# if he were an ice-cream seller, he would eat all the ice-cream he wanted to. 

# if he were a shunter, he would jump on to the platforms and crawl under the cars. 


Think about yourself. 

1. If you were an architect, you would 


2. If 


detective, 



3. If 


cricketer, 


4. If 


mariner, 


5. If 


dress designer. 
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II 








> HOTS 


Why do little children keep changing their mind every now and then? 


Ill 






> Life Skills 


A. Discuss with your partner what is the right age to decide what you wish to be when 

you grow up. What are the advantages of making an early decision? 

B. Is it practically possible (or even desirable) to practise two or three professions 

simultaneouslv? Discuss. 


IV 


► Values 


‘First of all, you should be a good human being.’ What according to you should be the 
traits of a good human being? 



Writing Skills 


After meeting the officer, Daddy feels ashamed of himself. He makes a resolution. 
Imagine yourself to be Daddy and write a dairy entry expressing your feelings. 





L 


About the Author 




/ 




Alexander Raskin is a famous Russian writer. The story How Daddy Decided Wliat 
He Wanted to Be is taken from a book of the same title. Raskin used to narrate 
his stories to his daughter Sasha when she was sick. The stories are interesting, 
realistic and funny. They contain every day scenes from Raskin’s childhood. 


S 
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The White Elephant 

by Ruskin Bond 



1. Do you like animals? 

2. Have you ever been to a zoo? What is your attitude towards the caged animals? 

3. Do you watch them standing very close to them or from a safe distance? 

4. What would you do if you found someone troubling or teasing an animal? Would you 


(i) 


not bother at all? 


(ii) try to save the animal yourself? 

(iii) inform P.F.A. (People For Animals) authorities? 

5. Given below is a zig-zag puzzle. Find out the names of at least ten animals or birds hidden in it 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally. 
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Now read the story about a white elephant. 

Long ago, a great herd of elephants lived in a forest near the Himalaya mountains. The 
finest elephant in the tribe was a rare white animal. 


Unfortunately, the mother of this elephant was old and blind. Although her son gathered 
sweet wild fruits for her every day, he was often angry to find that the other elephants 
had stolen his mother s food. 



‘Mother,’ he said, ‘it would be better if you and I were to go and live alone in a distant 
cave I have discovered.’ 


The mother elephant agreed and for a time the two of them lived happily in a peaceful 
spot near a glade of wild fruit trees until one evening they heard loud cries coming from 
the great forest. 

That is the voice of a man in distress,’ said the white elephant. ‘I must go and see if I 
can help him.’ 

‘Do not go, my son,’ said his mother. ‘I am old and blind but I know the ways of human 
beings towards us. Your goodness will be rewarded by treachery.’ 


glade: an open place in a forest distress: extreme danger that needs urgent help 

treachery: an act of wilful betrayal 

8 fe 
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But the white elephant could not bear 
to think of anyone in trouble and he 
hurried down to the lake in the direction 
of the cries, where he discovered a man 
who was a forester. 

‘Don't fear me, stranger,’ he said. ‘Tell 
me how I can help you.’ 

The forester told the white elephant that 
he had been lost for seven days and 
nights and could not find his way back 
to Benaras where he lived. 


‘Climb on my back,' said the elephant 
cheerfully, ‘and I will carry you home.’ 


The elephant carried the man swiftly 
through the forest until they reached 
open country; then he left him on the 
outskirts of the city before returning to 
his cave. 


The forester was a greedy and cunning 
man. He knew that the king’s favourite 
elephant had died. The king would 
reward me richly,' thought the man, ‘if 
I capture this fine animal for him.’ He 
straightaway asked for a royal audience. 


The king was delighted when he heard the description of the white elephant, ‘I would 
love to possess such a fine creature. Go back to the forest with a band of my most skilful 
trainers and if they succeed in capturing this rare elephant, you shall be well rewarded.’ 


The forester had cunningly noted landmarks while riding back to Benaras and he led 
the trainers to the lake where the white elephant was gathering bamboo stems for his 
mother’s evening meal. When the elephant saw the forester with the band of trainers, he 
knew he had been betrayed. 


He tried to escape but the trainers pursued him and soon succeeded in capturing him. 
Then they led him through the forest and entered Benaras in triumph. 



outskirts: bordering areas 


betrayed: deceived 
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triumph: victory 
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The poor mother elephant, waiting for her son to return, felt certain that he had been 
captured. 




‘What shall I do without him?’ she cried. ‘Who will bring me food and lead me to the lotus 
lake for water?' 


The heart 


son 


equally 


heavy. ‘What will she do without me?’ 
he thought, ‘if only I had listened to 
her advice.’ 


In 


unhappy 


elephant found favour with the king, 
who declared he would ride no other 


animal. 


elephant’s 


richly decorated 


the 


the city. 


him in 



j 


<§> 


But a few days later, the trainers came to the king in great distress saying, ‘Your Majesty, 
the white elephant is very sick and will eat nothing.’ 

The king hurried to the stable and when he saw the elephant's look of despair, he said, 
‘Good animal, how you have changed! Why do you refuse to eat? Anything you wish will 
be granted to you.’ 


despair: loss of hope 


10 
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‘Great King,' answered the elephant mournfully, ‘all I desire is to return to my poor blind 
mother in the forest, for while she is alone and starving, how can I eat?’ 





‘Ah, my son!’ she said when he told 
her his story. ‘You should have 
listened to me. Human beings have 
always brought harm to our race.' 


‘Not all of them, mother,’ he said 
triumphantly. The king is noble and 
generous or I should still be in 
captivity. Let’s forget the treachery 
of the forester and think only of the 
king’s goodness!’ 


Now the king was a good king and 
although he badly wanted the elephant 
for himself, he said at once, ‘Noble animal, 
your goodness puts mankind to shame. 
I give you your freedom to return to your 
mother at once.’ 


The elephant thanked the king with a loud 
trumpeting, and left the city and went 
crashing back through the forest. When he 
reached the cave, he found, to his joy, that 
his mother was still alive. 





Understanding the Story 


A. Answer the following questions in two or three sentences each: 

1. How did the white elephant help the forester? 

2. Why did the white elephant’s mother advise him not to help the man in 
distress? 


mournfully: sorrowfully 


starving: suffering from hunger 

11 


captivity: imprisonment 
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3. How did the forester respond to the white elephant’s good deed? 

4. Why did the white elephant refuse to eat anything in the palace? 

5. How did the king help the white elephant? 


B. Given below are some incidents from the story. Enter the thoughts/reactions 

of each character to the given situation. In the space given below, write what 
personal qualities of the characters are revealed through these reactions. The 
first one has been done for you. 



Elephant’s reaction 


Mother’s reaction 



Elephant’s character Mother’s character 


suspicious, 
experienced 

(b) Forester’s thoughts King’s thoughts 


helpful 



Forester’s character 


King’s character 
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(c) Elephant’s thoughts 


Mother’s thoughts 





(d) King’s reply Elephant’s feelings 



King’s character Mother’s feelings 



II 






> HOTS 


'Noble animal, your goodness puts mankind to shame.’ Discuss the characters of the 
forester and the white elephant in the light of this comment by the king. 
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III 






> Life Skills 


‘Let us forget the treachery of the forester and think only of the king’s goodness.’ Discuss 
with your partner the importance of developing such a positive attitude towards life. 


IV 


► Values 


Imagine yourself to be the king. Deliver a speech to your countrymen highlighting the 
importance of love for animals and condemning man’s cruel treatment of animals. 



Writing Skills 


On behalf of the mother elephant, write a request letter to the king pleading for the 
release of her son. 






About the Author 




( 

) 

\ 


Ruskin Bond is an Indian short story writer and 
novelist. He has played a pioneering role in the growth 
of children's literature in India. He writes about the 
simple hill folk of Uttaranchal living in close proximity 
with nature. He is a prolific writer. Do read the stories 
contained in The Blue Umbrella and Uncles, Aunts and 
Elephants. You will also love The Adventures of Rusty 
and Crazy Times with Uncle Ken. 
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Pre-reading Task 


i 


1. What do you do in free time? 

2. List at least five things that you want to do but cannot do because of lack of time. 


II 

V 


\M 


| 

i 


A 

/ 

i 

I 

/ 

V 


\ 

1 

/ 


/ 

v 


) 


/ 


V 


) 

\ 


/ 


( 

\ 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


3. Do you enjoy the fast and hectic life of a metro city or the slow and peaceful village life far away 
from a city? 

4. Make a list of at least five places (hill stations) that you would like to visit. 


(i) 


(ii) 


<| 
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(v) 


Why would you like to go to these places? 
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Now read the poem. 





'T' 


What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare 




No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep or cows. 






No time to see, when woods we pass. 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass 


No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night 


No time to turn at Beauty’s glance. 

And watch her feet, how they can dance 


No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 


A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 








Note: W.H. Davies has personified the beauty of the world around us, which many often fail to 
observe because of a lack of leisure. Dancing feet and Enchanting smile symbolically refer to various 
aspects of the beauty around us. 
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Understanding the Poem 


A. Answer the following questions briefly: 

1. What does the speaker miss because of lack of time? 

2. What do ‘stars in the stream' (line 8) refer to? 

3. List the pairs of rhyming words in the poem. 


B. In the poem ‘Leisure’, the poet depicts various things and animals as attributes 

of nature. Read the poem and complete the chart given below by filling in the 
names of appropriate things/animals in the bubbles: 




C. Now complete the chart given below by Riling in the names of various animals/ 

things that you relate to city life. 
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Now bring out the contrast between the nature and city life. 



II 






» HOTS 


The phrase ‘no time' has been repeated in the poem. Why has it been repeated? 


rr -T r?" 


Ill 




» Life Skills 


Why do people in cities normally face shortage of time? Is all the work they are busy 
doing productive? Discuss with your partner. 


IV 


► Values 


A. Point out the beauties of nature that can be a source of pleasure for man in his day 

to day life. 

B. Whenever the poet sees the streams in broad daylight, he is reminded of the skies at 

night. Explain why. How do you feel when you see— 

1. squirrels dancing and running. 

2. ants moving in a line. 

3. the sky full of stars. 

4. birds flying in the sky. 

5. sunshine on water ripples. 



Writing Skills 


Last summer you went to ‘Jim Corbett National Park’ with your friends. You enjoyed 
watching animals in their natural habitat. Write a letter to your brother describing to 
him the satisfaction you derived from watching them. 
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About the Author 



^ 


\ 


W.H. Davies was an English poet born in a poor family 
in Wales. He has written mostly about nature or life on 
the road. He writes in a natural, simple, earthy style. His 
poem ‘Leisure’ depicts the predicament of the modem 
man who has gained the whole world but lost his own 
soul. 
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M.K. Gandhi 










- • 
















* 


I must have been about seven when I was put Into a primaiy school and I can well 
recollect those days, including the names and other particulars of the teachers who 
taught me. I do not remember having ever told a lie, either to my teachers or to mv 
schoolmates. I used to be very shy and avoided all company. My books and my lessons 

were my sole companions To be at school at the stroke of the hour and to run back 
home as soon as the school closed—that was my daily habit 


Two incidents belonging to this period have 
always clung to my memory. As a rule, I had 
a distaste for any reading beyond my school 
books but somehow my eyes fell on a book 








purchased by my father. It was Shravana 

P la y about Shravana 



Pitribhakti Nataka 


devotion to his parents) 


I read it 


s 


with 


intense interest. One picture in the book 


showed Shravana 


carrying his parents 


on 



clung: held on closely 


intense: deep 








fl 



pilgrimage. The book and the picture 
left an undying impression on my 
mind. ‘Here is an example for you to 
copy,' I said to myself. 


Another similar play— Harishchandra — 
captured my heart. ‘Why should not 
all be truthful like Harishchandra?’ 
was the question I asked myself day 

and night. 


To follow truth and to go through all ordeals Harishchandra went through was the 

t 

one ideal it inspired in me. 


There was another such incident during the time when I was in the seventh standard. 
Dorabji Gimi, the headmaster, was very popular among the boys, as he was a 
disciplinarian, a man of method and a good teacher. He had made gymnastics and 
cricket compulsory and I disliked both. I never took part in any exercise before they 
were made compulsory. I then had the false notion that gymnastics had nothing to do 
with education. Today I know that physical training is as important as mental training. 
The reason for my dislike for gymnastics was my keen desire to serve as nurse to my 


father. As soon as the school closed, I would hurry home and begin serving him. Now 
it happened that one Saturday, I had to go from home to the school for gymnastics 
at four o’clock in the afternoon. I had no watch, and the clouds deceived me. When 


reached the school all the boys had already left. The next day 


being asked the 


reason for absence, I told Mr Gimi what had happened. He refused to believe me. I was 
convicted of lying! That deeply pained me. How was I to prove my innocence? There was 
no way. I learnt that a man of truth must also be a man of care. This was the first and 

last instance of my carelessness in school. 















Pilgrimage: a journey to a holy place 


ordeals: painful experiences 



















But there is another neglect for which 1 am still paying the penalty. I do not. kno 
got the notion that good handwriting was not a necessary part of education, but I retained 
it until I went to England. When later, especially in South Africa, I saw the beautiful 
handwriting of lawyers and young men, I was ashamed of myself and repented 
neglect. I saw that bad handwriting was regarded as a sign of imperfect education. I tried 
later to improve mine, but it was too late. I could never repair the neglect of my youth. 


There is another incident which I must share. I committed a theft when I was filteen. I had 


run into a debt of about twenty-five rupees. My brother had on his arm an armlet ol solid 


gold. I stole a bit of gold out of it and the debt was cleared. But this became .more than 


could bear. I resolved never to steal again. I also made up my mind to confess it to my 


father. But I did not dare to speak. Not that I was afraid of my father beating me. I was 


afraid of the pain that I should cause him. I decided at last to write out the confession 


this note not only did I confess my guilt, but I also asked adequate punishment for it. I 


also promised never to steal in future. With trembling hands I handed the confession to my 


father 


read 


and pearl-drops 


trickled down his cheeks, wetting 


i 






the paper. Those pearl drops of love 










/X ^ 















l 


cleansed 


my heart, and washed 








my sin away. A clean confession. 


combined with a promise never to 


commit the sin again is the purest 


type of repentance. This incident, 


for me, was an object lesson in 


'1 ’ ■ 
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‘ Ahimsa . 
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A. Answer the following questions briefly: 

% 

1. Which two books inspired Gandhiji a lot during his childhood? 

2. Pick out the extract from the text which tells that Gandhiji was punctual. 

3. Why did Gandhiji dislike games and gymnastics? 

4. What made Gandhiji feel ashamed of himself during his visit to South Africa? 

5. Why did Gandhiji steal gold from his brother’s armlet? 

6. Why did he confess his guilt to his father? How did he make the confession? 

7. What, according to Gandhiji, is the purest type of repentance? 




















HOTS 


B. 

a orave bov? 



parents needs great mental strength. Would you 



mtm Life Skills 



■Physical training is as important as mental training.’ Discuss with 

I_ i ^ ^ -1 x . • . . 0 


your partner the 


importance ol physical training in life. 



b Values 


A. Every incident ol Gandhiji’s life taught him something. Given below are some 

I' incidents from his life. Read these incidents and write the values that Gandhiji 

imbibed from them. 


Values Imbibed 


Incident 


-r 

1. i He saw the picture of Shravana 
! carrying his parents on pilgrimage 

2. He read the play Harishchandra. 

3. His headmaster convicted him of | 

lying. 


4 . He observed the good handwriting 

of people in South Africa. 

5. | He stole gold and confessed it to 


his father. 



‘We become the books we read. How far is 


reading good books instrumental j n 


building good character? Discuss. 



Writing Skills 


A. The chapter 'My Experiments with Truth' is a collection of Gandhiji's real-life 

incidents and experiences at school, which taught him what one siould 01 1 if 

not do at school. 


List at least five things that you think a student should do while at school. Also write 
at least five things that a student should not do at school. 



A student should 





1. A student should not 

2 . 
































0 . 


the confession 


Ga " " 'X, experiences mixed feelings for his son on receiving .... ............ 

T !Lh P , « r S eeUngS * n the form of a dlar y entry. Imagine yourself in his 

place and wnte a drary entry in about 80-100 words. 




Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, lovingly called the 
‘Father of the Nation, was born on October 2, 1869, at 
Porbandar, a small town on the western coast of India. 



He was bom in a middle class family of Vaishya caste. 

Revered the world over, he is known to his many followers 
as Mahatma , or ‘the great-souled one’. His concept of active non-violent resista 
propelled the Indian stmggle for independence. The Essential Gandhi, All Men 
Brothers and Freedom’s Battle are some of his popular books. 
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Pre-reading Task 




punished for not doing your homework? Yes/No 


their work? Talk to them and find 


of their regularity. 


before 


get up and pack it immediately? 
tell her to wait for ten minutes? 
tell her that you will pack it in the morning? 












• l 






F 


Now read the poem. 

Don't tell me of tomorrow; 

Give me the man who’ll say, 

_ _ • 

That when a good deed’s to be done 
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Let’s do the deed today. 




We may all command the present, 
If we act and never wait, 

But repentance is the phantom 
Of a past that comes too late! 

Don’t tell me of tomorrow 
There is much to do today, 

That can never be accomplished. 
If we throw the hours away. 

Every moment has its duty. 

Who the future can foretell? 

Then why put off till tomorrow 
What today can do as well? 




















V'a TnrnT r™ day and Tomorrow highlights the importance of time. Can you 

M P rovef hs based on the same idea? One has been given below. 

1. Time and tide wait for nnn P 



B. Answer the following questions briefly: 

1 . What sort of man does the poet like? 

2. How can we ‘command the present’? 

3. What happens if we throw the hours away? 

4. Why should we not put off any work/good deed till tomorrow? 

5. Find out the four pairs of rhyming words in the poem. 

6 . What is the rhyme scheme of the poem? 



Yesterday is dead, tomorrow is unborn but today is a gift. That's why it is called present 
How can one make one’s present a worthy gift. 


Ill 






Life Skills 


Kushal is a bit lazy and keeps delaying his work. He also gets scolded by his parents anc 

- 1 XTTl- i. W 4--Z ^1 /-V /-k M -W -m -5 "rv> 4- s 


almost all the teachers for being so disorganised. What suggestions can you give him tc 


manage his time? 





* / 





























































































Values 


What according to you is the best way of spending time out of the given options? Give 
reasons for your choice. 

(a) grooming yourself 

(b) gaining knowledge 

(c) entertaining yourself 

(d) teaching someone 

(e) helping the needy 



A. Write a letter to your brother living in a hostel to maintain a balance between 

playing games and studying so as to make the most productive use of his time. 

B. Write a short story to illustrate the proverb— 

‘A stitch in time saves nine.’ 



J.h. Carpenter has written 
mostly on the importance 
present moment. It is a g 
complaining about the she 


always 


About 


Author 














The Helpful Young Man 

by Shaharyar 


i 


\ 



1 



If you find an old man trying to cross a road, will you 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


come forward and help him? 
ask someone else to help him? 
not bother about it at all? 


When you help a needy person, do you 

boast of it to your friends? 
expect him to pay you back for your help? 
keep it to yourself? 










Now read the story of a boy who helped 
the needy and finally got rewarded for his 

goodness. 

Once upon a time there lived a peasant who had 
seven sons and plenty of land. One morning when 
the peasant woke up, he found himself blind. 
A number of doctors were consulted and much 

money was spent, but in vain. 

One day a strange fciqir visited the blind peasant 
and said that he could see again if the ash of 
the eyes of a particular fish could be arranged 
and rubbed in his eyes. So it was decided that 
one of his sons would go to fetch the fish. Six of 
his elder sons got scared. Therefore, they were 
reluctant to go for the purpose. They advised 
their father to send the youngest son for it. The 
old man sent for him and asked him to fetch the 

required fish. 














The young man set out for the remote ocean. On his way, he met with numerous 
calamities. But his determination and power bore fruit. He reached the destination 
When the young man took the fish out of water, it cried, ‘O wise man, please drop me 
back into the ocean. Tell me what you want. I promise you that I will be at your mercy, if 
I do not fulfil my promise.’ 

The young man threw the fish back into the ocean and said, ‘I want your eyes.’ He 

% 

narrated the whole story to the fish and the purpose for which he needed its eyes. 


I am at your mercy, my lord. If you are determined to take out my eyes, I am ready. But 
if I restore your father's eyesight without losing my eyes, will you spare my life?’ it asked. 

‘How is it possible?' the young man 
asked. 


Take some sand in your hand and 
touch my closed eyelids with 
Take the same sand with you and 
touch the closed eyelids of your 
father with it. He will get his eyesight 
back. I pray for your father’s health. 
Remember me in your hard times. 
I may prove helpful to you,’ it said 
assuringly. 


‘Well, I will leave you, but in case my 
father does not get his sight back, 


your life will not be spared. It is not 
just an idle threat. I suggest that one 
must honour one’s words.’ Saying so, 
he took the sand with him. 


As soon as the father’s eyelids were 
touched as advised, his eyesight was 
restored. Other six brothers got 
amazing news and rushed to their 
father. 






remote: distant, far away 


calamities: misfortunes, disasters 


amazing: surprising, astonishing 





They grew jealous of their youngest brother. They feared that he would be the heir to the 
fathers property. The eldest brother came forward and said. Thanks, O Lord, you have 
restored our father's sight. But dear father, may I ask our youngest brother where are 
the eyes of the fish you needed. He has touched your eyelids just with sand. It is a mere 
chance that your eyesight has been restored. It was possible that the touch ot the sand 

would have caused you injury.' 

Other brothers stood by him. They compelled their father that he should be asked to bring 
the eyes of the fish. Their plan went well. The good son was disgraced to leave the house 
for his dishonesty. He left the house and roamed aimlessly as he had nowhere to go. 


One day, as he was passing 
through a forest, he noticed that 
a black buck came running to 
him. The small animal stood by 
him and spoke in a trembling 
voice. 


‘Dear sir, the hunters are after 
me. Please save me. I will help 
you whenever you call me.’ 


The young man trusted the 
buck. 'Go into this ditch and 
I will cover you with grass and 
leaves. When they go away, 
I will call you back.’ The buck 
acted upon his advice. When the 
hunters came, they asked him, 
‘Have you seen any buck this 
way?’ 



‘What is a buck?’ he said. 

This fool does not know what a buck is. Hurry up lest we should miss the opportunity,’ 
they said. 


‘Come out now. They have gone away.’ The buck thanked him and promised to help him 
when he was in distress. The boy continued his journey. 


compelled: forced to do something 


buck: deer (male) 
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After some time, he heard a cry. He stopped and 
looked in the direction from where the cry had 
come. He discovered that a jackal was being 
chased by hunters. The jackal approached him 
for help. The young man helped it too. The jackal 
too promised to help him in his hour of need. 

The young man kept on wandering for many 

days. He was tired and hungry and wanted to 

take some rest. He spotted a strange palace. 

He decided to go inside the palace and meet its 

owner. The palace belonged to a princess who 
was very beautiful. 



She was famous for a magic mirror. She could see everything in it. She had proclaimed 
that she would marry the man who could evade his reflection in the magic mirror. But 
he would be beheaded if traced in the mirror. 


The young man saw human skulls of many young men who had failed in this adventurous 
task. But he was not afraid. He went to the princess fearlessly and accepted the challenge. 


‘Now that you have come,’ the princess smiled, ‘do you know the conditions?’ 
Of course,' was his reply. 


‘All right, hide yourself tonight.' Her voice was as sharp as a double-edged dagger. 

At night, the young man went to the sea-shore and called forth the fish for help. 

‘Sure, sure,’ said the fish, ‘I will hide you in my stomach and go deep into the ocean.’ 

The princess took up the mirror. She rotated it in every direction. At last she succeeded 
in tracing him. In the morning when the young man came, she told him his hiding place. 

‘Should you be beheaded now?’ The princess paused for a moment and said, ‘Well, yor 
appear to be an interesting person. I give you another chance.’ 

This time the young man went to the woods and called for the buck. 

‘Hello, master, what can I do for you?’ asked the buck. 

On hearing the whole story, it said, ‘Master, sit on my horns. I will take vou to the remote 
hills.’ 


Next morning, the princess told him that he was hiding in the hills. 



proclaimed: declared 


evade: to avoid 







I 




wi 11 


worry 


fellow jackals 


all 


him 


The jackals 


They 


that 


a 


hide 


man 




It 


that 


was 


a 


He returned to the forest and called for 
the jackal and narrated his sad story. 

‘0 Master, don’t 
best,’ assured the jackal 

The jackal called 

and within no time there were hundreds 
of jackals 


around 


held 


conference 


proposed 


should 


himself 


the young 

under the princess’s bed. How could he 
reach there without the knowledge of the 


princess? 


planned 


tunnel 


should be dug. Its other end should be right under the bed of the princess. The plan was 
executed immediately and the young man was right under her bed. 


‘One chance more, but it will be the 
last,’ she warned. 


The princess woke up, took the magic mirror in her hand and rotated it. But to her 
astonishment, she could not trace the young man. She repeated the process a number 
of times but in vain. At last she got sick of this job. She smashed the mirror against the 
tamp post. ‘Come out young man, I have lost the game,' she cried. 

The next moment the young man came out from under her bed. The princess was 
surprised at his intelligence. She accepted her defeat and agreed to marry him. 
Thereafter the young man lived with his wife happily. 





















Understanding the Story 


A, Answer the following questions briefly: 

1. Why did the young man go to the remote sea? 

2. Why did the elder brothers become jealous of their youngest brother? 

3. How did the young man save the buck and the jackal? 

4. What proclamation had the princess of the strange palace made? 

|p 

* 

«• 

5. How did the three animals—the fish, the buck and the jackal, repay the kindness 

of the young man? 

6 . How did the young man finally conquer the princess? 

B. Given below in the boxes is the story you have read in a jumbled form. 

Rearrange the jumbled sentences and reconstruct the story in your notebook. 

Also mark the route of the young man’s adventurous journey in the map given 
on page 35. 








HOTS 


Why did 


the princess allow the young man extra chances to hide himself? 



Life Skills 


Given below are some adjectives. On the basis of your comprehension of the story, put 
these in appropriate boxes under suitable characters. You can also add some more 
adjectives. 



Which of these qualities enabled the young man to succeed in life? 




























IV 





Values 


A 


How did the young man’s goodness fetch him support in the time ol need: 


B 


Have you 


helped anyone in distress? Get 


groups of four. Take turns 


describe how you helped the needy 



Writing Skills 


Imagine yourself to be a minister of the princess. Write a notice informing everyone about 
the strange condition laid down by the princess for her marriage. 




About the Author 




Shaharyar is a Pakistani diplomat bom in the princely 


state of Bhopal in the pre-partition days. He has been 

associated with the Lahore University of Management 

Sciences. The Helpful Young Man , though written like a 

fairy tale, realistically depicts human nature and teaches 
great human values. 







Bharat Desh 

by Subramania Bharati 






























Now read the poem. 


With (lie name of Bharat Desh on our lips, 
let us shake off our fears and poverty, 
and overcome our sorrows and enemies. 

We shall stroll on the snow-clad silvery heights of the 
Our ships shall sail across the high seas. 

We shall set up schools— all sacred temples for us, 
and proudly thump our shoulders and utter 
the name of this land of ours, Bharat. 

With the name of Bharat Desh on our lips, 
let us shake ofl our fears and poverty. 

We shall make tools and weapons. 

We shall produce paper. 

We shall open factories and schools. 

We shall never be lazy or weary. 

We shall be ever generous. 

We shall always speak the truth. 

With the name of Bharat Desh on our lips 
let us shake off our fears and poverty. 

Both scriptures and sciences we shall learn, 
the heavens and oceans we will explore; 
the mysteries of moon we shall unravel, 
the art of street-sweeping, too, we shall learn 
With the name of Bharat Desh on our lips. 

let us shake off our fears and poverty. 


'// 









- 





unravel: to discover 























A. 


Understanding the Poem 


read the gist of the poem given below. Fill in thu hi i 
words or phrases: lanks with appropriate 


Now 


Through the poem Bharat Desh, the speaker wants 


us to 


our fears and 


He wants us to produce tools. 


to be 


or 


He 


wants 


his 


countrymen 


and 


off 


and set up 


to 



for the students. 


and paper 


advises us not 


and try to be 


know 


more about 


. Following all this, our country shall 


rise high and prosper. 


B. On the basis of your understanding of the poem, match the following phrases 


appropriately (as done in the example): 



A 


shake off 


stroll on 


sail across 


set up 

thump 

make 


produce 


open 
never be 


ever be 



learn 

explore 

unravel 


B 


mysteries of moon 
scriptures and sciences 
the truth 


generous 

heavens and oceans 
fears and poverty 
lazy or weary 
tools and weapons 
our shoulders 
the high seas 


paper 

snow-clad silvery heights 
schools, all sacred temples 
factories and schools 








n % 
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C. Read the following extracts: 

(a) We shall set up schools 
all scared temples 

(b) We shall set up schools 
all as sacred as temples. 

In extract (a) the comparison between schools and temples is not direct but implied. This 
implied comparison is called a metaphor. 

In extract (b) the schools are being compared to temples directly. This direct comparison 
between two things is called a simile. 


Given below are a few examples of metaphor. Complete these by filling in the 

blanks with appropriate words from the box given below. One has been done for 
you as an example. 



1. The baby has a soft skin. Her rabbit skin fascinated me. 

2. Ravi is the bravest soldier in the army. He is a am nngsf others. 

3. Shiv is a veiy swift child. He is the ______ of his class. 




i 

What should be our priority—our personal growth or our motherland’s growth? Why? 



Life Skills 


A. Some children of your class often speak about going abroad for further studies 

and their plans to settle there. You strongly feel that one should stay in one’s own 
country. How will you help them see your point of view? 

B. Why is it important to learn scriptures as well as sciences? Discuss with your 

partner. J 







Values 


TtK poem Bharat Desh highlights certain important values, which the citizens of a 
country' need to embed in themselves to make their country progress. Can you shortlist 




Writing Skills 


Write a short paragraph: I am proud to be an Indian.’ 

W # 



Popularly known as Mahakavi', Bharati enjoys the 
same status as Shakespeare did among the English 
) speaking people. His poetry is remarkable for its 
patriotic undercurrent. 


I 

\ 
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2 . 


Pre-reading Task 


vv 



1. Have you ever dreamt of performing on stage? 


the Annual Day Programme 




(i) 

(ii) 


v 



perform successfully and confidently? 
refuse to perform without practice? 


perform nervously? 



Rupa, a small girl, has a strong desire to act on stage. She is very confident about 


herself. Luckily, she 



chance to act on stage on the Annual Day. Does she 


perform well? Read the play and find out. 



Characters 


Teacher 


Rupa 

Anu (Rupa’s friend) 

Suman : Rama 


Radhika : Sita 


Alka : Hanuman 


Ravana 


Chowkidar 
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[A scene in a classroom.] 

Do you know, Rupa, preparations have begun for our School Annual Day? 
Yes! Junior section is going to enact The Story of Rama’. 

Radhika would certainly get Sita’s role. Shes so pretty! 

I wish I could get Ramas role. 

You are shorter than Radhika and have a shrill voice. I don’t think the 
teacher will give you Rama’s role. 

I really want to act in the play. I am sure that once on stage, I would give 
a brilliant performance. 

Well, why don t you talk to the teacher? She might give you Lakshmana's 
role. 

Oh really! How exciting it would be acting on stage with a bow and 
arrow slung on my shoulders! How surprised my parents would be! I can 
almost hear my father saying, ‘We have such a talented daughter!' 

[The teacher enters the classroom.] 



sharp and unpleasant 




















Pupils 


Teacher 


Good morning, madam. 

Good morning, students. I have something exciting for you today, , 
am going to assign all of you certain roles in the play ■'The Story of 
Rama'. Suman. you will play the role of Rama. Radhika, you will be 
Sita. Alka, you will be Hanuman. Neha, you will enact La shmana's 

part. 


Rupa 

to Aim 

: (Disappointed) I knew I wouldn’t get any role. 


Teacher 

: And Rupa (Smiling), I have a role for you too. You will be 

t 

monkeys in the ‘Vanar Sena’. 

• 

■# 

one of the 

Rupa 

: Can’t I at least get the role of Hanuman, teacher? 

* 


Teacher 

No child, your voice is too squeaky. 


Rupa 

• 

: Won’t get even a single dialogue then? 


Teacher 

: All you have to do with seven other girls of the ‘Vanar Sena’ is to jump up 

• 

and down and shout ‘Jai Rama, Jai Hanuman’. 

Rupa 

: Just that much? 


Teacher 

9 i 

: Yes, my child. If you perform your role nicely, I’ll give you 

• 

Hanuman next time. 

the role of 


Chowkidar 



Scene II 



[At the backstage on the Annual Day, everyone is busy dressing up 


Enters Chowkidar.] 


Teacher, someone asked me to deliver this letter to you 
[Hands over a piece of paper.] 







Teacher : An application! (Reading aloud), ‘Dear Madam, I am very sorry to inform 

you that Alka has contracted measles and has been running a high 
temperature since morning. Sony, she‘ll not be able to act in the play.’ 
(She sits down in a chair). What? Alka will not come! What shall we 




to allot 


contracted: caught 












do? How will we perform The Story of Rama' without Hanuman? (looks 
around in dismay and her eyes fall on Rupa). 
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Rupa 

Teacher 

Rupa 

Teacher 


v \ i : 


Teacher 



Rupa, you, look here, you wanted to be Hanuman, didn’t you? Do you 
think you can manage? 



: Can you manage it? 

: Of course, I can! 

* 

: Do you remember the dialogues? 

: No, but I can always think up something. 

: Oh no! You shall certainly not do any 
such thing. I shall be prompting Irom 
the wings. All you have to do is to repeat 
what I say and for God’s sake, don’t 
mumble. Speak as loudly as you can. 

: Don’t wony, teacher. I’ll speak loud enough. 






wings: the hidden sides of the stage 


45 





































[On the stage] 



Rupa 

Teacher 

Rupa 

Regular 

Rupa 

Rama 

Rupa 


(The curtain goes up and the teacher pushes Rupa on to the stage. She 
almost falls on her face. Drums are echoing and her hands and feet are 
cold. She opens her mouth to say the lines but can’t remember.) 

My Lord ....My Lord Rama ....God Rama 

(Prompting) My Lord Rama, I am your servant. I would gladly die for you. 

(Hearing the prompting, heaves a sigh of relief) My Lord, I am your 
servant. I would gladly die for you. 

You have forgotten to pin your tail. 

(Repeating) You have forgetten to pin your tail. 

Don't be silly. I am not supposed to have a tail. You’ve forgotten yours. 
(Touching the spot where the tail should have been.) 

I am sorry. My Lord, I meant my tail. I’ve forgotten to pin my tail. 

(A roar of laughter from the audience is heard.) 













Now jump. 

(Repeating) Now jump. 

(Shouting) You jump, stupid! 

(Realising her mistake Rupa starts jumping like a mad 
laughs and the curtain falls.) 


person, audience 


[The teacher scolds Rupa for messing up everything and tells her tha, 
she would cut short her role. Rupa apologises.] 



[The curtain rises. Sita and Hanuman are talking in Ashok Vatika.) 
Sita : Who are you? 

Rupa • I am Lord Rama’s servant, mother. I have come to help you. 



How can I trust you? 













Teacher 


Rupa 


Sita 


Rupa 


Ravana 


(Prompting) Speak your dialogue 


now! Speak, ‘My beauty is my bane: 


(Rupa, thinking that it was 


her turn to speak repeats the dialogue.) 


(Speaking gently) My beauty is my bane. It is because of my beauty thal 


wicked Ravana wants to marry mo 


What? (Startled) Not you, you idiot. He wants to marry me. I am Sita 


and 


I am beautiful. 


(Seeing the startled expression Rupa realises her mistake.) 


Oh I mean, your beauty is your bane 


(Ravana enters) 


Welcome Maharaja! 

Maharaja is coming 

Ravana the Great is 
here. 


(A huge figure with a 
shining sword in 
hand enters.) 


Who is this puny 
creature who dares 
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(Prompting) Speak: I am the son of Pavandev, the Wind God, the 
worshipper of Rama, the immortal Hanuman. 

% 

(Rupa stands dumb and looks above at Ravana, who is towering over her.) 

(In a thundering voice) Who is this small creature? (Raises his shining 
sword to attack Hanuman.) 

(Screams in terror) No, no, I am not Hanuman. Don't kill me. 
(Pulling her mask off) I am not Hanuman. See I am Rupa and not Alka. 
The audience rolls with laughter and an infuriated teacher comes on 
stage and drags Rupa off the stage. 













Understanding the Play 




Answer the following questions briefly: 

l Which role was Rupa assigned in the play The Story ot Rama? Was it in 
accordance with her expectations? 

2. Why was Rupa suddenly asked to play the role of Hanuman? 

3. Rupa was sure that once on stage, she would give a brilliant performance. Do 
you think she really managed to give a good performance? 






Read the extracts from the play given below and answer the questions that 


follow: 



‘I wish I could get Rama s role. 

‘...I don’t think the teacher will give you Rama s role. 


1 


2 


3 


Identify the two speakers. 

Why won’t the speaker (in line 1) get Rama s role? 
Which role does the teacher assign to the speaker? 


■You wanted to be Hanuman. didn’t you? Do you think you can manage?’ 
. Who is the speaker? Whom is the speaker talking to? 


Why does she ask the listener to be Hanuman? 
Is the listener able to ‘manage the role properly. 


3 . 





You are our of the spectators who cn 


joyed Rupa * foolishness on the 


Report some 


dialogues 


given below 


of your friends 


1. Rupa (to Rama) : Mv Ixird, I would die for you- 

2. Rupa (to Rama) : Now jump. 

3. Rama (to Rupa) : You jump, stupid! 

4. Rupa (to Rama) : You have forgotten to pin your tai - 

5. Rupa (to Ravana) : No. no, I am not Hanuman! Don t kill m 


Jil > HOTS 

How 7 did audience react when they saw Rupa s performance? Do \ou 
performance achieved the purpose of the play? 



Life Skills 


A. Imagine yourself to lx* the teacher directing the play Die Story of Rama . How v.i 

you tackle the situation after knowing that Alka won t lx* able to perform in the pla\ 

B. One is often placed in an embarrasing situation like the one In which Rupa tound 

herself. How should one handle such situations? 



► Va 1 u es 


Each and every character in the play is important. It is always the team effort whi< h 
makes a presentation a great performance. Write dialogues among the characters of 
the play The Story of Rama' suggesting to each other how they could make It a great 
performance. 


Writing Skills 


Imagine yourself to be Rupa. Write a diary entry expressing 
performance as Hanuman on the Annual Day function. 


your feelings on your stage 



About the Author 





Rupa Gupta, a Senior Editor with a leading educational 
publishing house based in Delhi, is a published author 
of around 30 children s books including novels, short 
stories, picture books and educational books. Several of 
them have won literary 7 awards. She has been associated 

with Arnar Chitra Katha as well as Tinkle. 


◄I 
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by David Harmer 



observed a tree grow? Does it grow quickly or take 


Now read the following poem. 


It takes so long for a tree to grow 
So many years of pushing the sky 





Long branches stretch the arms 
Reach out with their wooden fingers 


Years drift by, fall like leaves 

# 

From green to yellow then back to green 


Since my grandad was a boy 
And then before his father’s father 


There’s been an elm outside our 

school 

Its shadow long across our playground 














Today three men ripped it down 

ed it up. It took ten minutes 




t®H tree with broad leaves 
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Understanding the Poem 


A. Complete the summary of the poem by filling in the blanks with appropriate words; 


A tree takes a long time to grow. For many years, the trunk of th 



were __ their arms and ___ fingers. With every year, the 

seasons change and the tree leaves also change from green to yellow and then from 
yellow to green. Since the time of the speaker s grandfather s father, there had been 


an _ outside his school whose could be seen across the 

playground. The speaker felt sad when this tree was ___ off by some men 

* 

within ten minutes. 


B. Answer the following questions in brief: 

1. What do ‘the arms' in line 3 refer to? 

2. What do ‘wooden fingers’ in line 4 refer to? 

3. Bring out the contrast between the beginning and the ending of the poem. 


C. The poet has used some imaginative metaphors and beautiful similes in the 

poem. In the table given below are some extracts from the poem. Mention 
whether the extract is a simile or a metaphor. 





Extracts 


So many years of pushing the sky 


Simile or Metaphor 


Long branches stretch the arms 



Reach out with their wooden fingers 



Years drift by, fall like leaves 



























. What does the poet want to convey by saying. It took ten 

your pftttncr* 


minutes*. Discuss with 



The poet lias mentioned many phrases and words 

for a tree to grow. Discuss. 




Life Skills 


imagine that you adopted a plant in your school or near your house. Write five things 
you would do to help it grow into a strong big tree. 



► Values 


You have observed that vast stretches of grassland that were the lungs of your town 
have been converted into concrete jungles. Discuss with your partner the possible 
consequences of this cruel activity. 



Writing Skills 


On the 


of ‘Van Mahot 


prepare a speech to be delivered in the morning 


assembly on the topic ‘Save 'I rees. Save Life . 


About the Author 


V 


} 

t 

) 


I 


David Harmer is an 

in the conservation 

mindless felling oi t 

threat to human existence 

most celebrated poems. 


American poet keenly interested 

of nature. He feels pained at the 

now posing a serious 

*Our Tree’ is one of his 


that is 








Now read the story of a watchdog Attila’ who is anything but dangerous. 

In a mood of optimism they named their dog •AtUla*. What they wanted of a dog was 
strength and fight. The immediate reason for buying him was a series of house-breakings 

and thefts in the neig our ood, and our householders decided to put more trust in a 
dog than in the police The puppy was only a couple of months old and they were sure in 

six months he would be something to be feared and respected 



optimism: belief that good things will happen 




























But as time passed Attila showed a love of humanity and a gentle behaviour that 
was something unexpected. He stood up twenty inches high and had a large frame — 


but that was not all. A variety of people entered the gates of the house every day— 
postmen, bill-collectors, vendors and friends. All of them were warmly received by 


Attila. They only had to stop and smile, and Attila would melt and become best of 
friends. The people at home did not like this attitude very much. They thought it rather 
a shame. ‘Somebody comes and steals the flowers in the garden and Attila won't do 
anything about it,’ complained the mother. ‘He has better business to do than catch 


flower thieves,’ replied the youngest boy, always the defender of the dog. Well, what 



is that better business?’ ‘He doesn’t sleep all night, 
mother. I have often seen him going round the house 

and watching all night.’ 

‘Oh really! I am quite alarmed to hear that,’ said 
the mother. Please lock him up in a room at night, 
otherwise he may call in a burglar and show him 

around. ’ 

'He is the most noiseless dog I've ever seen in my life,’ 
said the father. The youngest boy at home did not like 
this, but the dog justified its criticism that very night. 



thief. 


, . . . . three miles from the town. At nights, he visited the town 

lived m a hut three m Ranga broke into Attila’s house. 


broke into houses to steal valuables. ““V and made a neat bundle of all 
searched all the trunks and almirahs 



ry and other valuables he could pick up 



criticism: good or bad opinion 















He 


was about to go out when lie 


saw 


standing in front and looking up al h 




Kanga thought that his end had come. He expected the dog to bark. But to his surpri 
Attila did not bark. He waited for a moment and then licked Ranga s hands and rolled 1, 


ey( s. Ranga whispered, I hope you aren t going to bark... 

Don t worry. I am not that sort,’ the dog tried to say. The burglar stroked his head. 
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He opened the gate and went out. To his surprise th H 

ambition in life was to wander in the streets freel l\r °llowed him. Attila s greatest 
fulfil his greatest desire. Attila liked Ranga so ml ^ *“ had a S ood opportunity to 
even for a moment. This sort of companionship M „ he Would n't leave him alone 
dog to leave him but the dog, unmoved, sat before him netVes ' He requested the 

re him with his pvpc . 

Meanwhile, in the bunglow Attila’s disarm yes £ luec * °n Ranga. 


Meanwhile, in the bunglow Attila’s disappearan 

said the mother 'tolockhim up? Now some burlrT * SCnSatlon ’ ‘Didn’t I tell you 
shame! We can hardly tell this to anyone.’ 8 F has S°ne away with him What 


jM 
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*i think we should after all thank that 
^ef for taking away that dog/ said the 

‘He may keep the jewels as a 

reward for taking him away/ 

A week after the disappearance of Attila, 
the eldest son of the family was strolling 
in the lanes of the city. There, he saw 
Attila trotting behind Ranga on the 

road. 

•Hey,’ shouted the young man, at which 
Ranga turned and thought that the man 
was shouting at him and broke into a 
run. Attila, who knew that Ranga wanted 
to desert him, ran after him. He did not 
want to lose his friend's company at any 
cost. As a result, he ran so fast that he 
overtook Ranga and blocked his way. 
Ranga stumbled over him and fell. 




As he rolled on the ground, a piece of jewellery 
flew from his hand (which he was going tc 
sell). The young man recognised the jewels 
and pounced on Ranga and sat down on him. 
A crowd collected and the police appeared on 
the scene. 

Attila was the hero of the day. Even the lady 
of the house softened towards him. ‘Whatever 
one might say of Attila, one has to admit that 
he is a very cunning detective. He is too deep 

for words.’ 

% 

It was good that Attila had no power of speech. 
Otherwise, he would have told the truth and 
lost the position of a hero. 



















ft 



A. Answer the following questions briefly: 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


Why did the family buy Attila? 


What was Attilas attitude towards strangers? 

What was Attilas reactfbn when he saw Ranga stealing the valuables? How tar 
was it in accordance with Ranga’s expectations? 


4. 

5. 

6 . 


Wliy was Ranga fed up with Attila? 

How did the family members react to Attila’s disappearance? 

Why did Attila run after Ranga? What did others conclude from his chase? 




B. The family had high expectations from Attila but he disappointed them every 

time by acting differently. Fill in the chart given below highlighting the 
difference between what was expected of Attila and what he actually did. The 
first one has been done for you. 


Expectations of the family 


r 


strong and aggressive 


catch the flower thief 


Attila ’ s behaviour 


gentle and friendly 













scare away strangers 




bark at the thief 



chase and catch the thief, Ranga 



HOTS 


A 


B 


Is Attila really a hero? Give reasons for your answer. 

All said and done, Attila was a bad watchdog. Do you agree? 
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Life Skills 






Values 


‘We should judge people by what they actually are and not by what they help to achieve ’ 

Discuss with reference to Attila. 



Writing Skills 


A. Imagine yourself to be a newspaper reporter who witnessed Attila blocking the way 

of Ranga and helping the police catch the thief. Write a newspaper report describing 
the brave act of Attila. 


B. Imagine yourself to be Attila. Write a letter to one of your friends showing your 

displeasure over your friend Ranga’s imprisonment. 


RK. Narayan is an Indian novelist and short stoiy writer 
best known for his Malgudi Days and Swami and Friends. 
His award-winning novel The Guide has turned into an 

acclaimed movie. 

% 

Ruskin Bond and R.K. Narayan are two writers you cannot 

to miss. The more you read their stories, the more 

fall in love with them. 
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The Case of Copied Question 
Papers 

based on a story by Arthur Conan Doyle 



>■ 


Now read the play. Your teacher will assign you roles to perform the play. 

We were residing close to a library to make some 


It was in the year 1895. 

researches in early English Charters. One evening we received 
whom we knew, Hilton Soames. He was a tall 


visit from a person 
man of a nervous and excitable 


temperament. It was clear that he was extremely agitated over something 


Soames 


Mr Holmes, can you spare me 


Holmes 


Soames 


have had a very painful incident at the college 

: Oh really! 

: I must explain to you Mr Holmes, tomorrow 

examination for scholarship. 


few hours of your valuable time? We 


is the first day of the 










Today about three o’clock the proofs of this paper arrived from the 
printers. I had to read them carefully as the text must be absolutely 
correct. At 4.30, however, I left to take tea in a friend s room. My task 
was not yet complete, so I left the proofs upon my desk. I was absent for 
more than an hour. When I returned, I was amazed to see a key hanging 
in the door. This duplicate key belonged to my servant Bannister. He is 
an honest man. I thought he might have entered my room to ask for tea. 
Then he might have carelessly left the key in the door. 






Holmes 

Soames 


Holmes 

Soames 



Please continue. 

The moment I looked at my table I was aware that someone had reached 
my papers. The proofs were in three long slips. I had kept them together. 
Now I found that one of them was lying on the floor. One was on the side 
table near the window and the third was where I had left it. 


Veiy interesting! 


A large sum of scholarship money is at stake. A wrong man m>uiS 
advantage over other fellows. When I talked to Bannister about thK ^ 

nearly fainted and collapsed in a chair. Do help me. r ° 
must find the culprit or the examination must be postpone . 

I shall be happy to help you. Did anyone visit you in your room when you 

were reading the papers ? 
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Soames 


Watson 

Soames 

Holmes 

Soames 

Holmes 


Holmes 

Watson 

Holmes 


■ Up s/iiTic floor. He came to ask ]p, 
Steve, a student, who lives on the same m e 


something about the examination 


None else in your room? 


No. 

Then it appears that Steve alone could know about th p p 


So it seems to me. 

Let s go to your house and examine it. 

The tutor’s room was on the ground floor. Above that lived three students, 
Steve, Gilchrist and Ralph, one on each storey. Holmes examined the room 
and looked at the open window near the table. He thought for a while and 

then looked at the paper. 



Let me see the three papers. There are no fingerprints. Ah, there are 
some pencil shreds. 

Now let s see the table. There are some grains of sawdust on it 
Mr Soames, now, will you please call Bannister in? 

[Bannister, the old servant, comes in.] 




















Holmes 


gj nni stxT 


Holmes 


Bannister 

Watson 


Bannister 

Watson 

Bannister 

Holmes 



I understand that you left your 
key in the door. 


Yes Sir. I have done this mistake 
other times also. 


When did you enter the room? 

It was about 4:30. That is 
Mr Soames’ tea time. 


Did you look at the papers on 
the table? 


No, Sir, certainly not. I had 
the tea tray in my hands, so I 
thought I would take the key 
later on. Then I forgot. 

That means anyone could go 
inside the room or could get out 

of it. 



Yes, Sir. 

When Mr Soames told you about the papers, were you very much 
disturbed? 

Yes, Sir, I nearly fainted. 

m 

Where were you standing when you began to feel bad? 


Here, near the door. 

But you sat down in that chair near the window. Why didn't you sit in 
the chair near the door? 


Just a chance. 

Were you here when your master left to meet me? 


9 


Only for a minute. 


Thank you. That will do. You may go. Mr Soames, have yo 
about this to the three students living above? 


mentioned 


No, Sir, not a word. 













Holmes 


Holmes 


Watson 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Bannister 

Holmes 


Bannister 

Holmes 

Bannister 

Holmes 


Holmes 


Bannister 


I should like to have a word with them. I s P 

m He opened the 

We went un and knocked at Steve s too 


door and Holm, 


borrowed a 


from 


him for making 


some notes. The 


s 


same thinn 


and Gilchrist's rooms 


. rfnn Hni£ht. I will drop in early mornina 

And now Mr Soames, I wish you goodn g 


tomorrow with a definite answer. 


(Early morning Holmes came to my room.) 

Have you anything positive to tell to Mr Soames? 

Yes, my dear Watson. I have solved the mystery. 

[We went to Soames' house. He was extremely worried and nervous.] 

Mr Soames, will you please call Bannister? \ 

[Bannister entered and Holmes asked him to close the door.] 


Now Bannister, will you please tell us the truth about yesterday s 
incident? 


1 have told you everything, Sir. 

When you sat down in the chair 
near the window, were you trying to 
hide something? 

No, Sir. 

Didn’t you let the man who was 
hiding in the inside room go out? 

There was no man, Sir. 

Mr Soames, kindly call Gilchrist. 
Gilchrist was called and he glanced 

at each of us. 

t 

Now Mr Gilchrist, we want to know 

action? 



w hy did you 


commit such an 




Gilchrist was shocked and looked at Bannister. 


No, no, Mr Gilchrist, I never said 


a word. 




No, but you have now. I tell you the 


to 



window was 
the 


whole 


I 


papers through the window while 


story now. Mr Soames' 
how tall a man would he 


foot tall man could do it. I found out 


he passed. Only 


a six 


and also a long jumper. He 


was 


that Gilchrist was six feet tall 


practising the jump. He 


carrying his jumping shoes which had sharp 


came back 


your window, he saw the proofs on 


spikes. As he 


your table. He entered 


the open door and put his shoes on the table and hence the 
on the table. He put his gloves on the chair 


passed 

through 


near the window and 


out that 


was 


took the proof papers to copy. He wrote veiy fast and broke his 
and had to sharpen it again. And these pencil shreds helped 
find out the culprit. Looking at the shreds I could make 
the pencil was not of an ordinary size. Its outei 

and it had a soft lead. I found the same pencil in Gilchrist 

yesterday. When Mr Soames came back, Gilchrist took his shoes and 1 

in the inside room but forgot his gloves. Bannister pretended to faint 

give Gilchrist a chance to escape. He sat down at the comer chair to hi 
Gilchrist's gloves. 


room 


Mr Bannister, why did you help Gilchrist? 

t 

I was a butler at their house before working here. When I saw the gloves, 
I recognised these as Gilchrist s and wanted to save him. 


Is that right, Gilchrist? 

Yes, Sir. I have a letter with me. In this, I have written that I would not 
take the examiantion. 


I am pleased to hear that. 

But why did you change your mind? 

There is the man who set me on the right path (Gilchrist pointed to 
Bannister). He spoke to me as a father and made me understand what 
I did was wrong. So I changed my mind and decided not to take the 

paper. 

You are a young man with bright future. For once you have fallen low. 
Let us see in the future how high you can rise. 

solved and Mr Soames 


So this way, the case was 
help. 


thanked Holmes for his 









Understanding the Play 


A 


B 


Answer the following questions in brief: 


1 


Why was Soames upset? 


2 


How did Soames conclude that the papers 
someone? 


had been tampered with 



3. Why did Holmes ask all the three students to give him a pencil. 

4. How did Bannister help Gilchrist? Why did he do so? 

5. Why did Gilchrist decide to skip the examination? 



Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow 


1. ‘We have had a very painful incident at the college.’ 


(a) Identify the speaker. Whom is he speaking to? 


(b) What is the painful incident? 







(c) What does the speaker want from the listener? 




2 


3 


‘I think he wrote very fast and broke his pencil and had to sharpen it 
again.’ 


(a) Whom does ‘he’ refer to in the above line? 










(b) On what basis does the speaker draw the above conclusion? 




(c) How does this conclusion lead to the solution of the mystery? 


‘Why did you commit such an action?’ 


(a) Who is the speaker? Whom is he speaking to? 


(b) What action has the listener committed? Why? 

















(c) How does he mend his action? 






c. 


Read the play and fill in the following cluesheet 
m y 5 tery and find out the culprit. 


to help Holmes solve the 





The 

■ 

( 


characters 


(detective) 


(companion) 


(lecturer) 


(his servant) 




( 


student 


student 


student 


The case 



I 

i 



• r V 











t 


( 



He was the only person who had seen Mr Soames reading the 
question papers. 


S 


( 


He had the duplicate key. 


He stays on the same floor and has access to Mr Soames’ 


room. 


key in the door 


■ i ■■ — - 


scratches of shoe spikes on the table 











y x 




room 


tall, saw the question paper on the table, enteredthe 

noted down the questions, broke his pencil, sharpened 
pencil, left the gloves. 






























































HOTS 


II 






Why couldn't Soames solve the mystery behind the copied question papers 



Hol 




could do it in a short 


III 





Life Skills 


A 


have found a pen drive of one of your teachers. It hos the quest i m 


the coming exams. What will you do 


such a situation ? 


B 


All' children can be made to see through their mistakes by speakin 
Discuss with your partner. 


) 


4- l 




* 11 . 



Values 


Was it right to set Gilchrist free at the end? Should he have been punished or not? 



Writing Skills 


A. 


Imagine yourself to be Gilchrist. Write a letter to the Education Officer informing him 
about your decision of not taking the scholarship paper. 


B. 


You are the Education Officer of ABC University. It has been brought to your notice 
that the scholarship paper has been leaked. Write a notice informing all the students 
about the cancellation of the paper. 




About the Author 
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Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle was a British writer 

and physician, most noted for his fictional stories about 

the detective Sherlock Holmes, which are generally 

considered milestones in the field of crime fiction. During 

his writing career Sir Arthur wrote 21 novels and over 

150 short stories. He is also the author of fantasy and 

science fiction, which includes three novels and two 

short stories: The Last World (1912), The Poison Belt (1913) and 
The Land of Mist (1926). 
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Spinning Yams 



Dust on the Mountains 
(Collected Stories) 



Uncles, Aunts and Elephants 



The India I have 


Swami and Friends 


Malgudi Days 


Not Just Girls 


The Wish-Fulfilling Cow and 
Other Classic Indian Tales 


There’s Another Way! Stories 
of Peace, Love & Friendship 


A Moment of Truth: True 
Stories from Around the World 


Heroes Never Die and Other 
Stories 


The Wisdom of Mulla 

Nasruddin 


H °w I Taught My 
Grandmother to Read and 
Other Stories 


Magic Drum and Other 
urite Stories 


Author/Editor 


Publisher 


Year 


Edited by 
Deepa Agarwal 


Ruskin Bond 


Ruskin Bond 


Ruskin Bond 


R.K. Narayan 


R.K. Narayan 


Deepa Agarwal 


Deepa Agarwal 


Deepa Agarwal 


Sigrun Srivastav 


Sigrun Srivastav 


Shahrukh Husain 


Sudha Murty 


Sudha Murty 


Rupa Publications 
India Pvt. Ltd. 



Penguin Books 


2009 


Puffin Books 


2014 




Rupa & Co. 


2004 
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Penguin Classics 


1935 


Penguin Classics 


1943 


Rupa & Co 


2004 


Scholastic 


2015 
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Madhuban 
Educational Books 


1998 


Puffin Books 


1991 


Puffin Books 
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2006 




Penguin Books 


2004 
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2006 



























































































































































































TTgl—!■' ii _ 


S.No. Title 


Grandmother’s Bag of Stories 


A Winter’s Night and Other 
Stones 


The Bes t Thirteen 


Kaleidoscope 


The Crescent Moon (Poems) 


Poetry Magic 
Books 6,7,8 (Poems) 


Author/Bditor 


Sudha Murty 


Prem Chand 

(translated by 
Rakhshanda Jalil) 


Various Writers 


Various Writers 


Rabindra Nath 
Tagore 


Edited by 
Ruskin Bond and 
Keki N. Darn wall a 


Publisher 



Puffin Books 


IflMMiMMMMBMiMi 



Penguin Books 



CBT, India 



CBT, India 



Macmillan 



Ratna Sagar 


\ 



Yenr 


2012 


2007 


1983 


1996 




1913 


2006 


21 . 


The Poem Tree 
Books 6,7,8 (Poems) 


Science Is My Best Friend 
(Plays) 


The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer 


Edited by 
Dean Gasper 




Dilip M. Salwi 


Mark Twain 


T 


Oxford University 


1998 


Ocean Books Pvt. 
Ltd. 


Any Edition 


2002 


The Story of My Life 


Daddy-Long-Legs 


Three Men in a Boat 


Helen Keller 


J ean Webster 


Jerome K. Jerome 


V 




Any Edition 


Any Edition 


Any Edition 




Notes: 







1. 


Classics, like David Copperfield, Pride and ^ „ 

be added to this list ' Gullioer ’ s Novels, etc., should 


2 


3 


The books listed here are simplv the editor’* ™ 

list in accordance with their requirements. *** ^ teachers should modify this 

Every effort has been made to give accurate w 

some inadvertent errors. Such errors are res tt 0rnaation * However, there may t> e 

























































































































































































